316              Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
Symptoms
The skin becomes reddened, swollen, and blistered. The blisters break and often leave raw ugly sores. Horses will bite and scratch the affected white patches about the feet and muzzle. If the lips and tongue are exposed, these parts may swell and drooling may be observed. White-skinned hogs burn, blister, and peel badly on either alsike or rape. Sheep may burn and swell about the eyes, nose, and mouth, the remainder of the body being protected by the coat of wool. The ears may be so badly swollen as to hang down and the eyes are frequently swollen shut. Even light-skinned dogs such as collies may be burned while tending sheep on wet pastures. If the weather alternates between thunder showers and bright sunshine and the flock is kept on the pasture, the disease may become very extensive until, in some instances, the animals are very scabby and the ears and tails may fall off.
Treatment
As soon as the disease is discovered, the animals should be placed on other pastures where they quickly recover. When this is done, no other treatment is usually necessary. If the sores and blisters are extensive and slow to heal, zinc oxide ointment or carbolized vaseline may be used to hasten the healing.
Alsike clover and rape should not be condemned because of this disease. If the owner is careful to keep the animals off such fields while they are wet, no trouble will be experienced. While light-skinned animals suffer most, red pigs, for example, frequently are victims. Probably all animals regardless of color are affected, but the dark-skinned ones are not burned enough to cause notice or apparent discomfort.
BIG-HEAD
Big-head is a peculiar disease and is observed only in the western range states. It affects sheep in the spring and